Theorizing Global Studies by Ali, Lubna
ArticleDr. Malik GhulamBehlolJournal of Education and Educational Development
Vol. 1 No. 2 (December 2014) 166-168
166
Book Review
Theorizing Global Studies
By Darren O’Byrne and Alexander Hensby
Lubna Ali
Communication Department
Institute of Business Management
lubna.ali@iobm.edu.pk
The title of the book being reviewed is Theorizing Global Studies.
It is published by Palgrave Macmillan Publisher Limited in England and
United States in 2011. The authorsare Darren O’Byrne and Alexander
Hensby.O’Byrne is a Principal Lecturer at the University of Roehampton,
UK. He is a human right specialist and has been a speaker of Amnesty
International for many years; whereas, Hensby is a scholar at the University
of Edinburgh.The theme of this book is ‘globalization’. To make this theme
comprehensible, the authors introduced eight models. In the first chapter,
the authors looked at the term of ‘globalization’ from the range of social
sciences and related disciplines to ferret out how diverse scholarly
contributions have sought to define this subject. To extricate these
contributions from entanglement and to present alternative paradigms,
paradoxical plan has been developed to give the readers an unbiased
concept of globalization and its transition throughout history. Here, the
authors explain the philosophy of global citizenship and how global events
either bring the entire world together or tear it apart.
In the second chapter, second model, ‘liberalization’ is given due
importance. Authors explain that the true globalised world can be made
truly liberalized by making it borderless. This borderless world should
bethe hub of free market which should benefit new global economy bringing
with it economic prosperity in the entire world. However, this economic
prosperity would also give birth to economic inequality and divided this
world into explicit blocks. These blocks can still be seen as the economically
advanced countries; whereas,in contrast to these, we have economically
under-developed countries known as the third world countries.  This race
of acquiring world wealth and economically prosperous status in the world,
countries are trying to push their boundaries to increase their trade across
the world. However, this increasing trade is in the form of standardized
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franchises of giant business chain that penetrate boundaries to represent
their countries in a foreign land.  This gives rise to cultural homogeneity,
consequently losing local traditions.
In the third chapter, the idea of economic inequality is carried
forward and is given the name of, ‘polarization’, which is the third model.
Authors have explained how this divide of economic inequality has
demarcated the world into ‘rich world’ and ‘poor world’. The reality of
polarization and trends of inequality have been discussed through
structuralism. This approach provides a comprehensive framework to this
divide and illustrates that this distinction of rich and poor is inevitable in
modern times. Therefore, beside this divide, both rich and poor countries
have to develop relationship for mutual benefits.
In fourth chapter, ‘Americanization’ is discussed, which is the fourth
model and also the mother of standardization. Business giants take their
businesses to other countries with the same standard they have set within
their own country; even the impecuniousness does not affect this set
standard. If the standards are not met, the business will terminate its
activities and decide closure. It does seem quite harmless; however, it can
be proved damaging to the countries where business activities are
terminated. It can also stigmatize the country in the international community
resulting in less trade with the rest of the world. It also affects the foreign
investment plans adversely. Another way of strewing Americanization is
through American cultural and military imperialism. At the same time, it is
also successfully argued that Americanization is no more an appropriate
term to delineate the prevailing state of the entire worldthan the terms
‘Islamicisation’ or ‘Chinaization’.As Americanization propounded the
remaking of the world in the American image, the fifth model,
‘McDonaldisation’ describes a process by which values, practices and
institutional arrangements of nation-states are becoming the same to make
the global society increasingly one dimensional.
In the sixth chapter, the authors introduce the model, ‘Creolization’.
It is defined as two interlinked processes. First is the effect of imperialism
and colonialism causing the cultural interplay of different traditions and
national identities; and the second is the post-modern commercialization
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of culture.This commercialization leads to the Creolization of culture
focusing on food and music. For instance, in the UK, there are around
8,300 curry houses and Britons spend nearly £2 billion per year. Moreover,
Foreign Minister, Robin Cook named, Curry, as Britain’s national dish.
Similarly, Creolization can be seen in the latter records of The Beatles,
who blended into their music references to American Blues and rock ‘n’
roll, European avant-garde, eastern philosophies and Indian classical
music.Hence,Creolization invokes the separation of nation and state and
delinking of cultural from political identity and results in the emergence of
new cultural identity where nationalism co-exists without the assertion of
authority over religion, culture, values, race, and gender, etc.
In the seventh chapter, ‘Transnationalization’ model is discussed.
This model has attracted considerable support in global studies.
Transnational organization such as petroleum business and transnational
institution such as United Nations plays a vital role in promoting trade
relation across boundaries; however, at the same time this phenomenon
also negates polarization.
In last eighth chapter, the eighthmodel, ‘Balkanization’ provides
the framework that focuses on the new international world order where
rivalries among countries coexist with the resurgent tribal nationalism. This
model presents an entirely different globe to that of the liberal ‘Globalist’
whose idea dominates the globalization and liberalization tradition. This
model adheres to the theory of cultural relativism, that values are socially
and culturally embedded and have to be understood in their context. As
we have seen in the case of Soviet Union disintegration in 1999, 15
independent states were emerged and changed the globe for good. Similarly,
for all of the scale and symbolism of the atrocities committed in the 9/11
terrorist attack, the origin of America’s neo-conservative foreign policy
preceded the rise of Islamist terrorism.
All in all, this book is a valuable contribution to comprehend global
economy and society. This book also presents a range of theories to make
the subject less complex. It is a must read book for students of Sociology,
International Relation, Economics or for those who want to understand
the phenomenon of globalization in the post modern world.
